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Subtraction as an Art Form: Brian Pinkney and Floyd Cooper
	An art technique shared by Brian Pinkney and Floyd Cooper is the “subtraction” technique. Each illustrator takes away parts of the medium used as foundation when creating their illustrations. Brian Pinkney uses the “scratchboard technique.” He covers a white board with black ink then “scratches” away the ink to expose the white background as he details his pictures. He then uses Luma watercolor to preserve the white background he needs and later uses acrylic paint to add color. (Art Materials, 2001-2010; Pinkney, 2012, Bibliography; Pinkney, 2012, FAQs)
	Floyd Cooper, on the other hand, covers a board with oil wash then, literally, “erases” from the foundation the image he wants for his illustration. He uses a kneaded rubber eraser to remove parts of the oil wash to detail his picture. Once set, he later adds color to the illustration. (Cooper, F., October 17, 2012, School Visit; The Brown Bookshelf, 2009; Houghton Mifflin Company, n.d., Cooper)
	This subtraction technique was seen firsthand by this writer at a school visit made by Cooper. He kept the students guessing as he erased sections of the oil wash. He asked them if they “saw” some eyes, hair, necklace, feathers. The students were awed as he erased the background into a portrait of a Native American. (Cooper, F., October 17, 2012, School Visit)
	Choosing Floyd Cooper and his work led to the question about other illustrators who use a similar technique. Brian Pinkney’s “scratched” illustrations of “Cendrillon,” “Happy Birthday, Martin Luther King,” and “The Faithful Friend” looked like woodcut or engraving, but research showed Pinkney also used a subtraction technique. A short biography of each illustrator, their work process, and a select sample of their books will be presented as well as a discussion of their illustration technique.
Mission as Illustrators
	Both Pinkney and Cooper are notable for their depictions of African Americans in their illustrations for children’s literature and each has a unique mission. As quoted in Answer Corporation (2012), Pinkney shares: “I like illustrating African American subject matter because I learn about my culture and heritage.” Cooper’s mission is “to connect with my readers on an emotional level and have them come away with a stronger impression of the basic message in the story I am telling.” (The Brown Bookshelf, 2009) Their illustrations truly “share the job of telling the story.” (Tunnell, Jacobs, Young, and Bryan, 2012, p. 61)
Biography: Brian Pinkney
	Brian Pinkney, born in Boston in 1961, is from a family of authors and illustrators. His mother is Gloria Jean Pinkney, author of “The Sunday Outing” and “Back Home,” and his father is Jerry Pinkney, a children’s illustrator of many books since 1964. (Children’s Literature Network, 2002-2008; Jerry Pinkney Studio, 2012) As a young boy, Pinkney drew pictures in his own “studio,” a closet equipped with some of his father’s art supplies. In college he earned a bachelor’s degree from the Philadelphia College of Art and a master’s degree from School of Visual Arts in New York City. His work as an illustrator began during his college career and has continued since then. (Answer Corporation, 2012; Houghton Mifflin Company, n.d., Pinkney)
	Pinkney illustrates for books because he is “personally involved” in the subject matter. He shares his African American heritage in “Happy Birthday, Martin Luther King,” which was written by Jean Marzollo. He relates to a personal experience with drums in “Max Found Two Sticks,” which he also authored. He also illustrates books with his wife, Andrea Davis Pinkney, who is an acclaimed author of children’s books. They worked together on “Alvin Ailey” and “Ella Fitzgerald: The Tale of a Vocal Virtuosa.” Pinkney, his brother Myles, and their father, Jerry, collaborated with Brian’s mother, Gloria Jean Pinkney, on her book “In the Forest of Your Remembrance: Thirty-three Goodly News Tellings for the Whole Family.” (Answer Corporation, 2012; Children’s Literature Network, 2002-2008, Pinkney)
	  Pinkney looks for inspiration from other books, photographs, and drawings found in the New York Public Library. He puts his illustrations into a story frame after reading the story. Then he sketches in black and white, using live models, photos, or video footage to bring attention to detail and to show accuracy. (Ord, 2000)
Biography: Floyd Cooper
	Floyd Cooper, born in Tulsa, Oklahoma on January 8, recalls drawing on plasterboard at the age of three. He has been drawing since then. He obtained a fine arts degree at the University of Oklahoma and began his career illustrating cards for the Hallmark Company in Kansas City. His interest in illustrating books led him to New York City, where he worked for some textbook companies. With the help of an agent, Cooper illustrated his first book “Grandpa’s Face” in 1984. It was written by Eloise Greenfield, a recognized author of children’s books. (Children’s Literature Network, 2002-2008, Cooper; Courtot, 1999; Houghton Mifflin, n.d., Cooper)
	In The Brown Bookshelf (2009), Cooper explains his illustration process. After he reads the story, he begins with “thumbnail sketches” which he then enlarges with details. He uses live models because he wants to “focus on the humanity of my subjects, the details of expression that add a certain reality to the work. Real faces = real art.” Once the sketches are approved, probably by the author of the story if it is not his own writing, he adds color to the sketches.
	Cooper states that his inspiration is people: “I like people. Humanity.”  (The Brown Bookshelf, 2009) This is evident in the characters’ emotions portrayed in his books as he shares their lives in the historical period presented. Some are fictional set in modern times, e.g. “Laura Charlotte” and others are informational books, e.g. “Martin Luther King, Jr. and His Birthday.” Many of the books he has illustrated can be classified as historical fiction picture books, such as “I Have Heard of a Land,” which is set when people first began to move into Oklahoma Territory or “Granddaddy’s Street Songs,” which tell of Baltimore’s street vendor days. These two stories are written about characters that could have lived in those time periods.
Analysis of Technique
	The subtraction technique employed by both illustrators requires careful planning because once removed, the foundation, whether Pinkney’s black ink or Cooper’s oil wash, cannot be regained. Pinkney starts out with a storyboard and Cooper begins with thumbnail sketches so, as this writer speculates, to frame their imagined scenes and characters from the story provided. Because the removal of a medium seems to this writer more costly than adding one, the author’s concept of the characters and the scenes are also critical when using this technique.
	As an illustrator, Pinkney and Cooper must please both themselves from a personal artistic point of view and the authors who surely have a specific character or setting description already imagined. One wonders how long the approval process is between author and illustrator, how much trust the author has when choosing these particular illustrators, how much is sacrificed by the author to maintain the story as originally intended or to change it as an illustration is presented, and how much is sacrificed by the illustrator to modify his conceptualization of the story.
	In spite of these, both Pinkney and Cooper have a great number of books and many awards which speak of their skill as illustrators and collaborators in the storytelling process.
Pinkney was awarded a Caldecott Honor for “The Faithful Friend” and “Duke Ellington: The Piano Prince and His Orchestra” as well as the Coretta Scott King Award for “Cut from the Same Cloth” and “In the Time of the Drums.” (Answer Corporation, 2012) Cooper received the Coretta Scott King Award for “The Blacker the Berry” and a Coretta Scott King Honor for “I Have Heard of a Land” (HarperCollins Publisher, 2012)
Conclusion
	Floyd Cooper’s visit to Upi Elementary inspired this writer’s choice of illustrators because of his erasing technique and his gentle manner in “drawing” responses from the students. As part of his demonstration, Cooper also had students scribble on chart paper. His call to “see what is hidden” as he drew figures from their scribbles was a reminder of the potential hidden in the students themselves. (Cooper, F., October 17, 2012, School visit)
	 The illustrations of Pinkney and Cooper reveal the story and are an integral part of the text – enhancing what the author wants to convey. Their illustrations “reinforce the text.” (Tunnell et al, 2012, p. 32) Their work becomes more than a pleasure to read.
	Learning about their work has been important since both illustrate many informational books. These can be ideal teaching tools for all students but especially for English language learners. After reading aloud the books illustrated by Pinkney or Cooper, the pictures can generate discussion about the setting and the emotions portrayed or bring up questions about interactions between characters, or list names of objects seen in the pictures to build English vocabulary. If planned well, educators will value books illustrated by Pinkney and Cooper for their art that teaches, but more importantly, brings the story to life. (Tunnell et al, 2012, p. 32, 238)
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	Illustrators
	9-10

	Content:
Directions:  Use 6-8 double spaced pages. 
1. Choose two children’s illustrators (living or dead). Provide a biographical sketch (150-300 words) of each. Many children’s book authors illustrate their own books.
2. Answer this question:  How do the illustrator’s background, experiences, and cultural perspective influence his/her illustration technique?
3. Write a short analysis of the technique that each illustrator focuses on in his/her work.
4. Provide a brief, annotated bibliography of the illustrator’s works. Include photographs if you like. 
5. Provide a list of sources that you used to learn about the illustrators.   
	Assignment meets or exceeds all requirements. 
10 points

	
	

	References and citations:
1. Assignment shows judicious and applicable use of quotes and paraphrases.  
2. Quotes and paraphrases add to the discussion of the subject, but do not overwhelm it.
3. Quotes are in the correct format.
4. Required in-text citations are present and in correct format.
5. Sources in the Sources Cited list are reflected in the assignment text.
6. Bibliographic citations are correct and consistent.
7. Textbook(s) is/are cited 
	Assignment meets all criteria for use of quotes, paraphrases and citations.   3 points

	
	

	Writing style and presentation:
1. Report is free of typos, punctuation errors, spelling errors, and grammatical errors.
2. Arrangement is clear and logical
3. Writing incorporates varied, interesting, appropriate vocabulary and sentence structure.
4. Written in third-person, objective, gender-free style.
5. Approximately 6-8 pages, double-spaced. (Including tables).

	Assignment meets all criteria for writing style.   2 points
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